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THE ART JOURNAL. 



CLUNY TAPESTRY. 



THE fourteen thousand churches which have been built and 
restored during the past generation, have afforded, and 
will continue to afford for some time to come, a wide 
and noble field for the artist and Art-manufacturer in 
decorating and furnishing them. A large trade in eccle- 
siastical Art-manufactures has already sprung up, and is 
likely to increase ; and a considerable amount of artistic 
skill has been applied to the 
designs. Painting and sculp- 
ture, textile fabrics and metal- 
work, embroidery and gold- 
smith's work, are all brought 
into requisition ; and a high 
character of design is an essen- 
tial to the commercial success 
of these productions. 

Our attention has been called 
to a new material especially 
manufactured for church pur- 
poses, but equally adapted to 
many domestic uses, brought 
out by Messrs. Frank Smith 
& Co., of Southampton Street, 
Strand. The material is a 
thick, strong kind of cloth, 
woven in wool and silk, which 
may be used for -portieres in 
place of the felt- cloth now 
commonly employed for this 
purpose ; or for the hangings 
against the east wall of a 
church, or for curtains or hang- 
ings of domestic use. As com- 
pared with the felt hangings, 
the Cluny Tapestry — that is the 
name by which the new ma- 
terial is designated — is a much 
more handsome kind of mate- 
rial ; we are assured that it 

will be more durable, and we were surprised to find it was 
even slightly cheaper in cost. 

It is at present brought out in two patterns, of quiet, 
rich, good Gothic design, of which our two woodcuts will 
give some idea. It is made in various colours, all 
of them of the rich, quiet tones which have recently been 





introduced in ecclesiastical design. And a considerable number 
of variations are played on the two patterns by the use of 



different colours and shades of colour. They are made in green 
and gold, green and red, green and brown, and two shades of 
green ; in brown and black, and crimson and black — 
affording a great range of colour from the bold crimson 
and black to the pea-green and brown of a light, peculiar 
shade. A still further and very striking variety is obtained 
by a sparing inweaving of gold into the fabric, which 
glistens in small portions all 
over the pattern with a very 
novel effect, and makes the 
material suitable for higher 
uses than that of mere door- 
hangings, and at a not very 
great addition to the cost. - 

A fabric of a richer cha- 
racter, and of three times the 
cost, was at the same time 
brought under our notice, woven 
of silk and wool, in a hand- 
some pattern of crimson and 
gold. It is suitable for the 
hangings on the east wall of 
a church, or other similar use. 
It has been thus used, among 
other places, at Durham Cathe- 
dral, and the effect, with such 
surroundings, must be very rich 
and sumptuous. 

The first woodcut on the pre- 
sent page is a sketch of a 
banner recently made to order 
by the same manufacturers, and 
is an example of a kind of work 
which is coming more and more 
into use. The design is worked 
out partly by the application 
of portions of different coloured 
and different patterned silks 
and velvets, by the method called 
antique, and partly by embroidery. This method of 
using different coloured fibres for the groundwork is much 
less costly than if the whole were embroidered, while the 
process is legitimate, and the effect satisfactory ; the use 
of embroidery upon the applied ground gives it life, and 
secures harmony between these applique portions and those 
which are entirely of embroidery. In this banner the lily flower 




in the centre is embroidered, the borders are of applique work 
enriched with embroidery, Messrs. F. Smith & Co.'s ecclesias- 
tical works of this class are deserving of commendation. 



